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ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Dorothy L. (Lavinder)
Airheart. Today's date is May 25, 1972, Arena
interviewing. May I begin by asking you where
and when you were born?

AIRHEART:

I was born December 21, 1913, in Durham, North
Carolina.

ARENA:

And would you mind giving a brief resume of your
educational background and your career, just the
highlights to date, and your present position and
title?

AIRHEART:

I attended the Durham public schools and Duke Univer
sity, graduating in 1935. I was in the law class of
1937. However, I dropped out after one year. I came
to New York City [New York] in the fall of 1935 and was employed
by the J. Walter Thompson Advertising Agency as a typist-clerk.
I was most fortunate in securing this position because actually
they were not hiring anybody. This was during the depression
years. I was later assigned to work for Mr. Henry Legler, who
was a creative director. In 1937 he joined with Mr. H. Paul
Warwick to form the advertising agency of Warwick & Legler, and
I continued as his secretary. I was later made an assistant to
Mr. Legler and was involved in account service work for a good
number of years. Mr. Legler retired in 1960 and I became Personnel
Director and Office Manager of Warwick & Legler.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you the number of persons employed
here with the company?
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AIRHEART:

We have approximately two hundred employees. This
year I was made a Vice President. The title is
Vice President-Personnel.

ARENA:

As you know Duke University is located in Durham,
and you are the first person I have interviewed, I
believe, who was born and raised in Durham, and I
would like to ask you to go over maybe some of the conditions,
the type of town Durham was in its own right and how the college
students fitted in, its town and gown relations, so to speak.
Did the students, including those on the graduate law school
level, find entry into the homes of the townspeople, and so
forth?

AIRHEART:

As I remember, Durham had a population of about
100,000 people at that time. It was and still is
noted for tobacco factories, which were located in
the center of the town. Duke university had really just become
Duke university. Previous to that period it had been Trinity
College. Many of the undergraduate students ate in boarding
houses located near the East Campus. Many of them, despite the
depression, had cars. As far as the graduate students go, I
suppose they did the same thing. I think that the boys dated
town girls to some extent.

ARENA:

Do you recall whether or not the President was ever
in your horne, by any chance?

AIRHEART:

No, I really didn't know the President very well.

ARENA:

Do you recall that he was in any of your classes,
even though you didn't know him, we'll say, to speak
of, but do you recall his performances or his aca
demic ability, maybe in answering some questions in the cornmon
class, or something like that?

AIRHEART:

As I remember the President, he was a very shy, quiet
person. I believe he had a part-time job (many of the
students did have part-time jobs), in the library.
And I very distinctly remember the President sitting on a stool
in the library studying a book with deep concentration. He wore
a red sweater, which he wore most of the year. He impressed me
as being an introvert, and I really don't think I had any detailed
conversations with him.
ARENA:

His duties in the library did not involve your having
to speak to him, say, in getting books or anything
like that?

AIRHEART:

No.
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ARENA:

Do you recall situations outside the formal classroom
or the formal library, possibly such extracurricular
activities--I understand music was played during the
lunch period or there might have been a student recreation room
where you might have heard and saw him play the piano, or anything
like that?

AIRHEART:

Well, you must realize that I worked part time.

ARENA:

May I ask where?

AIRHEART:

In the Education Department. In the summertime it
was called the Summer School Department and in the
winter it was the Education Department.

ARENA:

Would this be for teachers or those who were taking
education courses, who were on the way to becoming
teachers and needed special ed courses?

AIRHEART:

Yes.

ARENA:

If I'm not mistaken, there was more than one girl
attending law school at the time you were in atten
dance, and I am just wondering from your own experience,
was that unusually high for those times and for a law school? I
think there were at least three girls and possibly more.

AIRHEART:

In 1935 there were three. Sigrid Pedersen was one and
Caroline [Phillips]--I've forgotten her last name.
She married one of the classmates. [Thomas B. Stoel]

ARENA:

There was Helen Lanier.

AIRHEART:

And I was the third one. I don't think the other two
girls worked, but I did. And I remember [Douglas B.]
Maggs who was a Torts teacher. He was also from
California, as was the President, and he was a marvelous professor.
He told me that no one could hold down a part-time job and attend
law school at the same time, and that I particularly couldn't.
[Laughter]

ARENA:

That was not very encouraging.

AIRHEART:

And I did very well in his course.

ARENA:

In view of the present interest in the role of women
in society, do you recall that there were any special
conditions or any special problems for women attending
law school at Duke University at that time?

AIRHEART:

Well, I don't think that we had any special problems
but I remember blushing so much in Criminal Law
[Laughter], it was the joke of the class. I blush
easily and this was a source of amusement.
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ARENA:

How would you explain faculty-student relations?
They could be close, they could be distant, they
could be formal. They could be so many things.
How do you recall them?

AIRHEART:

Friendly. We were small, and I really think the pro
fessors took an interest in the students. That's my
impression. Professor Maggs took an interest in me.
[Laughter]

ARENA:

I wonder if the invitations to the students also in
cluded women students. Did you have the opportunity
to go to the professors' homes?

AIRHEART:

I was invited.

ARENA:

Do you recall any instances along these lines from the
standpoint of being able to get an overall picture of
just what the faculty was like? vlould these be, say,
during the holidays or during the routine course of the week, or
just be supper?

AIRHEART:

I don't remember going. I'm sure I was invited, but
I don't remember. Maybe once. I've forgotten the
professor's name even. I don't know what he taught,
but he had a home on the East Campus and I know he did entertain
the students, and I guess I must have gone. It's so long ago, I
can't remember.

ARENA:

I realize you're not going to remember everything.

AIRHEART:

So much has happened over these thirty-seven years.

ARENA:

Do you recall possibly a student who was paraplegic,
who was confined to a wheelchair, by any chance?

AIRHEARI' :

No, he was not there when I was, I am sure. Maybe
he joined the class later--transferred--as did others,
girls and boys.

ARENA:

I realize you were just there the one year, but do
you recall some of the extracurricular activities
during that freshman year? As you know, the President
went on and was elected the head of the student government. Were
there any signs that he was headed in that local political direc
tion while you were a freshman?

AIRHEART:

No. But then as I told you, I really didn't know him.
The President did not stand out while I was there, at
least to me in our freshman year.

ARENA:

Did you happen to know the head of the School of
Divinity, a Dr. Elbert Russell, by any chance?
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AIRHEART:

No.

ARENA:

The reason I bring that up is, as you know the
President is a Quaker and I understand this gentle-·
man was a Quaker. But I have not yet encountered
any of the students who knew him personally, and I was wondering
if possibly there may have been some contact there. To what
extent were the rules and regulations--again from your own
point of view, from your own experience--of the law school al
most an inconvenience or no problem to you?

AIRHEART:

Well, you have to remember that I was a town student.
I didn't live on campus. I lived at home. I attended
class and I worked in the afternoons and I studied at
night and I spent most of my time in the law library [Laughter],
and I guess that is how I remember seeing the President there.
But, otherwise, I really had no contact with him.

ARENA:

When you did see him in the law library, would this be
on a regular basis, in the sense that you regularly
studied in the afternoon or evening or morning?

AIRHEART:

I don't know why I have this very vivid picture of the
President sitting studying. I guess I was impressed
because of his concentration. I don't know. Also,
he looked like "The Thinker."

ARENA:

As you do know, maybe you don't, but he roomed with
among other students a Mr. [William R.] Perdue. I
wonder if you have any recollections of this gentle
man, his personality.

AIRHEART:

Well, I just remember him pleasantly.

ARENA:

If it isn't too personal, do you recall social activi
ties? Again we've established you did not have social
activities with the President, but I was just wondering
if you did have dates with some of the other law students at that
time?

AIRHEART:

well, I wouldn't call it dates, but Charles Rhyne and
his wife were very nice to me. As a matter of fact,
I visited them in Washington in the summer of 1935
before coming to New York, when I tried unsuccessfully to secure
a job with the government so I could pursue my school work.

ARENA:

As you know, Mr. Rhyne has carved a very notable career
in the law. He has been president of the American Bar
Association, and he has been in contact with the
President over the years. I'm thinking of one occasion where he
represented mayors in the cities of America and this brought him
in contact with the deputy attorney in Whittier, who was Richard
Nixon. Did you ever have any subsequent direct contact with the
President after law school in any way?
AIRHEART:

No.
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ARENA:

Nor correspondence?

AIRHEARI' :

No. The only correspondence, and that wa sn't really
correspondence, was an invitation when he entertained
the class of 1937 at The White House. I, unfortunately,
could not attend.

ARENA:

Have you been with him in other reunions, although
not this one?

AIRHEART:

No, I have never attended a reunion.

ARENA:

Can you imagine why he would have invited people who
did not graduate, and was it up to him? I was just
wondering if you knew about the mechanics of this
recent class reunion. Obviously there were those present who
were not in the graduating class, who were there sometime during
that period.

AIRHEART:

I feel sure it was up to the President and I think it
was very nice of him--it was a lovely idea. But I
don't know why he did it. I judged from the corres
pondence we received previous to the invitation that the President
did make the decision, because in one communication the classmate
said he was pretty sure all members of the 1937 class would be
invited. It seemed to me as though it had been discussed and
that the dropouts would also be included.

ARENA:

In view of the fact that you were not able to go on
to Duke the following year, would you want to comment
on the pressure that was on you students in that
first year, which of course was the President's first year as
well, 1934-35 academic year.
AIRHEART:

Well, I would say that the one year at the Duke Law
School did more for me--how can I express it--was
the greatest thing that ever happened to me. It
developed my mind, taught me to research and analyze. That one
year certainly was worth the other three years that I spent at
Duke. I felt the professors were marvelous. They were demanding,
which is as it should have been, and was good. I think that most
of the people in the class have succeeded in business and/or the
legal profession.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you what your pre-law major had
been? There doesn't seem to have been any particular
one requiredo

AIRHEARI' :

I had none. I didn't have time to major. I had to
take required courses for pre-law and there was no
major: government, psychology, economics, a general
mixture.
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ARENA:

As this interview is coming to a close, is there any
point or any question that I have not raised that
you would like to comment on or raise at this time?

AIRHEART:

Not really. I am sorry that I haven't very much to
contribute, but I certainly think the President has
made it an outstanding class.
[Laughter] There's
no doubt about it. He's been enormously successful. I think
it's most interesting that a man who was as shy and as reserved
as the President was in 1935, could have developed politically
as he did, where he has to be somewhat of an extrovert in dealing
with the public.
ARENA:

I do thank you for the opportunity of allowing me to
conduct this interview. But, I very politely and
respectfully disagree with your idea of its not being
important. One never knows just what the importance of firsthand
recollections are, and I think that neither you nor I can be the
judge, really: it's those people who will make something of this
when they do the research. And I am very grateful and I know my
colleagues in history would not have forgiven me if I had not had
this opportunity to see you, and I did not take advantage of it.
And I am very grateful. Thank you.
AIRHEART:

It was very nice meeting you and come to see us again.

